April 2019 Monthly Report
April brought with it a good rain; at last! This monthly report provides the usual compliance statistics,
followed by an Earth Day awareness presentation delivered to a local school, a very full month of
maintenance tasks, some feedback and information on Lantana control, a penguin release and
loggerhead turtle rescues. The report is rounded off with the Large spotted Genet which features in this
month’s monthly species profile.

The skies over Fransmanshoek gracing the land with rain.

‘’Every drop in the ocean counts.’’ – Yoko Ono

Compliance Management
Marine Living Resources Act
During April, a total of 26 recreational fishing, spearfishing and bait collecting permits were checked by
Taylor, Kei and Daniel. Of the 26 permits checked, only 2 people (8%) failed to produce a valid permit
and were issued a verbal warning. The Conservancy usually sees an increase of visitors over the Easter
weekend which would normally result in an increase of people without permits, however the statistics
show that April produced the least amount of illegal fishmen for the year so far with only two people
failing to provide valid permits.
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Earth Day Awareness Presentation at Erica Primary

The Rangers educating the young enquiring learners.

On the 22nd of April, Earth day is celebrated around the world. Earth day is there for us to celebrate and
show love to one of the greatest gift mankind has, and why it is up to us to be the ones to care for and
protect it. And how better to celebrate it than to teach it to the future caretakers of our Earth. The
Rangers decided to commemorate this awareness day by giving a presentation to the Grade 1 classes
at Erica Primary school, in Mossel Bay. The grade 1 learners were split up into 2 groups of 80 students
each, one group being Afrikaans, and the other English. The presentation was about the different biomes
of South Africa, what amazing animals can be found within them and the importance of water. The talks
finished with the subject of the effects of pollution and what negative impacts it has on the plants and
animals in those environments. Many students were quick to answer the Rangers questions and showed
a good understanding of why pollution is bad for the environment, and why they should be conscious
to pollute less.

Maintenance
The month of April was heavily focused on natural resource management and maintenance. On top of
the other April activities the Rangers tackled the maintenance of pathways and the roads at
Fransmanshoek point, as well as maintaining the recently established fire break opposite Karmosyn.

Geoff Cowley Path Clearing
This month, the Rangers headed down to do some much-needed path maintenance on the Geoff
Cowley that had become overgrown with alien vegetation. The Geoff Cowley footpath is a popular route
for fisherman that leads down from the Fransmanshoek gravel road to the well-known fishing spots,
Vegkop and Fonteintjies in Visbaai, and provides good access for walkers wanting to get onto Kanon
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beach and parts of the Oystercatcher Trail. The roughly 800m long path is named after a well-known
local fisherman who has since recently passed, Geoff Cowley, who was something of an institution in
the Southern Cape Fishing world.

The late Geoff Cowley after which the path is named.

Over the years the path, which traversed an almost clean dune scape, had become heavily overgrown
with the alien invasive rooikrans, Acacia cyclops, as well as manatoka, Myoporum tenuifolium subs.
montanum. Rooikrans was first introduced to the area during the early 60’s to halt the continued sand
movement over the dunes into Vleesbaai and surrounding agricultural lands to the north. This practice
was actively encouraged by the Dept of Agriculture, and landowners were even instructed to stabilise
these mobile dune systems. Rooikrans, being an acacia species, is also very palatable and is very readily
browsed by indigenous game and livestock.
This decision to introduce alien plants was made during a time where conservation was in another era
with very different priorities and systems thinking. The consequences of this type of management
intervention has proved to be quite short sighted where what was seen as a remedy to the nuisance of
windblown sand, has now resulted in an even greater problem; massive fire risks, threats to biodiversity
and landscape change and the cessation of critical landscape processes such as the movement of sand
across the coasts. Recent studies have shown that dune environment need to be able to move as they
play a vital role in the coastal environment (Jacobs, 2008). In fact, they affect areas far up and down the
coast from where a dune is located, especially a large dune such as the “dragon dune” found in the
Misgunst dunes.
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The Rooikrans that had established on the Geoff Cowley footpath had grown over, making walking
down the path rather challenging and even more so if carrying fishing equipment and thus the path
needed to be made accessible again. The Rangers set out for a full day of path clearing as well as some
alien invasive control. The wet weather made the task challenging yet the Rangers made good work of
the narrow path leaving behind a footpath which is now comfortable for all to walk on.

The Rangers removing Rooikrans and widening the pathway.

Road Maintenance
The Rangers head down to the Fransmanshoek point periodically to make sure the roads are well kept,
and all drainage is clear. On the 26th, Taylor and Kei made the mission to perform road maintenance
following the recent rains (something which is very much appreciated these days). The two Rangers
cleaned all the speed bump road drainage lines of built up silt and patched up new formed holes. The
majority of the task however was focused on a particular bad part of the road that deflects storm water
off the road towards Stilbaaitjie and has created a particularly bad gully erosion pattern in the
embankment leading to the beach, even jeopardising the foundations of the nearby beach houses. So
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with the plan to redirect the storm water away from this area and to the Malbaai side of the road, the
team lifted all the built up silt from the drainage line of one side of the road and deposited it on the
lower lying Stilbaaitjie side to create a low lying berm. The Rangers also dug out a substantial trench
and soak away, off the road for the water to find its new course when the area again experiences heavy
rains. The Conservancy hopes to put in erosion control measures (silt traps and small berms) in the gully
in the near future to try treat the embankment.

Removing silt, building berms and clearing drainage.

Firebreak Maintenance
Another maintenance project consisted of follow up clearing of vegetation regrowth in a recently
cleared fire break that runs just above Vleesbaai. The firebreak was originally cut by teams of Eskom
contractors to remove all alien vegetation from under their lines, but also doubled as a fire protection
measure for the village of Vleesbaai by widening the open space and increase the distance of dense
alien vegetation from the road and adjacent housing developments.
Directly following the clearing of the firebreak (2 years back), the Conservancy established a population
of sourfig, Carpobrotus spp. to create a low-maintenance, slightly fire retardant and self-sustaining
firebreak, along the road to ensure that the vegetation regrowth was suppressed by a low-lying
vegetation mat that is synonymous with sourfig. The idea is that the firebreak will require less frequent
maintenance measures and the odd follow up hand pulling until the sourfig mats predominate the area,
making it self-sustaining. The sour fig has since established beyond expectations and continues to
spread.
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The firebreak, over the last two years, has experienced some regrowth of both the indigenous pioneer
Bitou, Chrysanthemoides monilifera, and alien Rooikrans, a. cyclops. These two species are considered
fire prone species. The Bitou is considered a pioneer species and grows in disturbed habitats such as a
fire break. The Bitou lives roughly two to ten years and then dies leaving behind a large dry woody
skeleton which is very flammable and a fire risk. The Rooikrans is potentially worse, as it is an alien
invasive tree that can create a thick woodland of high standing bio-mass as is very fire prone should a
fire move through. The Rangers made good work of the fire break, where they hand pulled, loppered
and snipped, clearing it of all Bitou and Rooikrans seedlings. This will hopefully aid in the further
establishment and spread of the sourfig.

The Rangers putting their backs into it.

Invasive Alien Plant Management: Lantana
It is that time of the year when the alien invasive Lantana’s, Lantana camara, finish their flowering cycle
and disperse their seeds. Lantana is a genus of the Verbena family (Verbenaceae) with roughly 150
species of perennial flowering plants. They are native to Central and South America but exist as an
introduced alien plant in several areas around the world. The plant was introduced to South Africa as a
garden ornamental and has since spilled from garden to natural landscapes, causing all kinds of
ecological havoc. In fact, many consider Lantana to be one of the worst weeds in the world.
Lantanas are problem plants because they outcompete and replace indigenous plant species. They are
dispersed by fruit-eating birds, and establish along fence lines and under trees, where it out-competes
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indigenous plants and forms impenetrable, prickly thickets that reduce natural pasturage, productivity
of cattle farming, access to water supplies and tree plantations, biodiversity and land values. It
suppresses the regeneration processes of plants, ultimately reducing natural biodiversity. Dense stands
on farms can obstruct access and utilization. Another problem with the species is the fact that it is
poisonous to animals and humans and is responsible for death of livestock amounting to millions of
Rands per year in South Africa. Current existing environmental NEMBA legislation puts this plant in the
category 1b prohibited invasive species list, which makes land occupiers legally obliged to control it, or
to remove and destroy it if possible.
To control lantana, one has to resort to very thorough and persistent mechanical plus chemical
treatment. The lantana biocontrol agents that currently have been established are simply unable to stop
the weed densifying and spreading. Lantana biocontrol is nevertheless of value, because it reduces the
rate of growth and reproduction of the weed, which reduces the frequency and cost of applying other
control measures.
What do Lantanas look like? Lantanas are untidy shrubs that can grow up to 2m or higher. Their stems
are usually covered with short hairs and curved thorns. Dark green, rough and hairy leaves which are
lighter on their bottom side and has a strong smell when rubbed. Flat-topped flowers that can attract
many different pollinators with their colourful shades of pink, red, orange and yellow. These colours can
even be found all on the same flower head. Their fruit are glossy green and turn purple when ripe.

The lantana flower and fruits (left); and its large shrub-like appearenace (right).

The Conservancy Rangers treat the Lantana invasion with a foliar herbicide, around Vleesbaai on an
annual basis. However, the invasion has become increasingly persistent and spread further. Earlier in the
month, a Vleeibaai resident, Gustaf Pienaar, concerned with the ongoing problem, approached the
Rangers with an offer to sponsor herbicide to try control the spread of this alien around Vleesbaai and
its neighbours. The Rangers snapped up the oppurtunity and immediately purchased the needed
quantities of herbicde and knapsack sprayers.
The Fransmanshoek Rangers have since been putting in the time and been hard at work spraying these
Lantana bushes with foliar herbicide to try end the growth of the plant and prevent flower pollination
and seed dispersal. The Rangers started systematically spraying these Lantanas in the veld opposite the
Vleesbaai entrance gate and made their way all along the road leading to the Fransmanshoek point.
The Rangers have also been on the lookout walking stands and transects to try locate these plants
before they shed their easily identifiable flowers. Other areas that were sprayed are, the Fransmanshoek
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campsite, inside Vleesbaai itself, and the plots surrounding the Vleesbaai area. The Rangers have really
thrown it all at the Lantana problem this year, thanks to the geneorus donation of Gustaf. We ask that
all residents be on the lookout for the plant and report it ASAP to the Conservancy to come treat. Please
also be aware that the Rangers have added a bright green herbicide dye to the herbicide so not to
report a bush already treated. The next best step would now be to cut the trees at their bases once the
foliage has died back due to the herbicide.

Taylor making short work of the Lantana spraying.

On a separate note, the Rangers have observed a rare sighting of Rooikrans recoppicing (see pic below).
In most clearing operations, cut-stump herbicide is not used, and understandably as they very rarely
recoppice with or without any herbicide treatment. However, its worth noting that they do have the
potential too, and so if possible or feasible, a freshly cut Rooikrans stump should be treated with a cut
stump herbicide.
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An uncommon site; recoppicing Rooikrans.

Wildlife Management
On the 26th of April, Carol and her team from SAPREC and members of SMART visited Fransmanshoek
for yet another penguin release following a successful rehabilitation effort. The Rangers joined the
group for the release which always proves to be a happy affair, the release of penguins from a
picturesque Stilbaaitjie. A massive thanks to both groups who put all the effort in helping to save,
rehabilitate and release back into the wild, the endangered penguins.

Always a good day; releasing penguins at Fransmanshoek.
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It’s that time of the year again. That time when the warm Agulhus current together with strong onshore
winds, deposits hundreds of hapless loggerhead turtle hatchlings on our shoreline that are brought
down from their nesting sites on the Mozambique coastline. This year has been exceptional with more
than the usual stranding numbers appearing on the beaches. The Conservancy Rangers have received
many call-outs and even stumbled across a few of their own whilst out on patrol. All these hatchlings
ultimately end up in the Two-oceans aquarium in Cape Town where they are later released back into
deep sea currents.
It is important to note that should you come across a stranding, please Do Not try place the turtle back
into the sea. They are usually dehydrated, exhausted and need special care. Please keep the turtle on a
damp cloth in a container, and not in a bucket of water where the turtle has to swim for its life. Contact
your nearest conservation authority, in this case the Conservancy or SMART who will collect the
hatchlings to be transported to either the Dias museum aquarium or Hartenbos Vet for further care.

A rescued loggerhead hatchling.
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Monthly Species Profile
This cute little guy is a common resident in the Fransmanshoek area. They are often seen next to the
road or in the veld and are often confused for feral cats.
Common name
: Large-spotted genet, Rustyspotted Genet, Rooikolmuskejaatkat (afr.)
Scientific name
: Genetta tigrina
Family
: Viverridae
Phylum

: Chordata

Description:
The large-spotted genet Genetta tigrina, as its name
implies, is larger than the small spotted genet. Total
length is between 84-108cm and can weigh between
1.4-3.2kg. The markings on the large genet’s coat are
a distinct ground colour white or light buffy with large black or rusty spots on the back, with smaller
spots on the legs and flanks. The crest on the back, if present at all, is smaller than in the small-spotted
genet and only arises on the lower part of the back. The tail is ringed with a black or rusty colour and
the tip is black which is white in the small-spotted genet. Their faces have distinct white patches below
the eye area and their feet possess sharp protractile claws.
Habitat:
The large-spotted genet prefers forest and forest fringes depending on the availability of water;
therefore, they occur mainly in the wetter east and extreme south of South Africa. They can also occur
in plantations and other stands of exotic trees.
Ecology:
The large-spotted genet mainly eats smaller mammals like golden moles, insects and other
invertebrates. Other foods sources may include fruit, bats, birds, reptiles, amphibians, millipedes,
centipedes and scorpions indigenous to South Africa. In South Africa, the large-spotted genet produces
one litter per year. Litters comprise of between two to three young (up to five) with a gestation period
of 70 days. The young first open their eyes after around 10 days and are fully grown at 11 months. They
are strictly nocturnal, mostly active between sunset to 01h00. Shelters during the day in rock crevices,
holes, fallen trees and similar cover. Forages mainly on the ground but is a very agile climber, usually
fleeing into trees. Hunts by stalking, rushing and pouncing like a cat; and kills with several bites.
Conservation status: Least Concern
Locally, large-spotted genets have been and are still killed for their meat, body parts, skin and fur. This
species is illegally killed in predator trapping for hunting management on farms. Other threats include;
residential and commercial development, pollution and transportation and service corridors.
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Interesting facts:
•

The large-spotted genet often becomes tame around safari camps and is not shy to climb upon
tables and investigate the food at meal times when in the presence of humans.

•

Genets have protractile claws adapted to climbing and catching prey.

•

Genets can climb trees to hunt birds; however, they also spend much time on the ground
hunting prey and taking shelter in rocky outcrops. They can squeeze their flexible bodies
through any opening larger than their heads.

•

Their main predators are owls, leopards, pythons, and humans.
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