
 

December 2018 Monthly Report 

December is an action-packed time of the year for the Conservancy and the Rangers. The Rangers 

ramped up their fire and fishing compliance efforts, whilst setting up the smooth running of the 

vehicle access to the Fransmanshoek point and dealing with some vandalism issues. All the 

preparations for the busy season then came together as the Rangers wrapped up their various alien 

clearing management projects, performed many bird rescues and hosted numerous community 

environmental education inspired activities, events and fundraisers. Read below for this, and 

information on the REVAG and Fransmanshoek Conservancy’s AGM’s, FMU meetings, GREF Forum and 

the featured Monthly Species Profile. 

 

‘’The environment is where we all meet; where all have a mutual interest; it is the one thing all of us 

share.’’ – Lady Bird Johnson 

Compliance Management 

Marine Living Resources Act 
During December a total of 51 recreational fishing, spearfishing and bait collecting permits were 

checked by Erich & Kei. Of the 51 permits checked, 20 people (39%) failed to produce a valid permit 

and were issued a verbal warning. The festive season saw an increase of fisherman along the coast, 

and frequently holiday makers did not have valid angling permits. As can be expected, non-

compliance was higher than usual this month with the increase in visitors. A friendly reminder that it is 

essential to be in possession of a permit, even if you are simply fishing for a day or two while on 
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holiday! We ask that if you witness fishermen and suspect they are not following the rules and 

regulations that you please contact the Conservancy Rangers immediately.   

There was one noteworthy incident that Kei and Erich attended to after getting wind of some illegal 

fishing. A more local fisherman from the Waboomskraal/Oudtshoorn area, who frequently fishes in 

Fransmanshoek and has proven to break rules repeatedly without care, was approached at his vehicle 

parked in the Geoff Cowley footpath parking upon him arriving there from his walk from Vegkop. The 

fisherman sadly had caught more than his quota, with four white musselcracker, Sparodon 

durbanensis, on his back, with one being well undersized. The bag limit for white musselcracker is 2 

and size limit, 60cm. Many of you may know that this slow to grow and late to breed reef fish has 

been heavily over-exploited with its stocks collapsed. This time, after considering the repeat 

incidences and severity of the wrong-doing, Kei notified and urged Mossel Bay Fisheries to come out 

with haste. The fisheries officers did respond promptly and stopped the fisherman on his way out of 

the area. However, the perpetrator was let off the hook, walking away with all four fish due to a 

misplaced fine book in the Fisheries’ rush to get out. This type of unsustainable  fishing behaviour is 

totally unacceptable, even in todays times when there are more of us to share in tomorrow’s dream. 

 
Over the bag limit and unacceptable; The four white musselcracker taken by one fisherman. 

Seasonal Vehicle Access Control to Fransmanshoek 
Every year for the peak season period, the Conservancy arranges an access control point at the start of 

the gravel road leading down to the Fransmanshoek point. This is to limit the number of vehicles onto 

the point at a time to prevent too many vehicles piling up at the point and parking on sensitive 

vegetation and damaging previous rehabilitation efforts. At the start of December, Kei, Veronique and 

Erich headed to the control point to trim back the overgrown vegetation, clean the area and mount 

the sides of the security hut and signage in preparation for all the visitors to the area.  

The real wild card was anticipating the security guard who had to man this station. In previous years, 

the Conservancy came to know Foreman as the friendly and trustworthy security person who took this 

role in his stride. Sadly, Forman had to relinquish his position due to health issues back in 2015, and 

ever since have had less than adequate replacements to fill his shoes over the preceding 3 years. 
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However, this year the Rangers were delighted to have Thembile Mpuku stationed at the access 

control gate who performed on Par with Foreman. Thembile brought a friendly, reliable and 

enthusiastic energy to the Conservancy, and was a joy to work with. As with previous years, the 

Rangers got him accustomed to the ‘Foreman’ abacus styled rock counting of the vehicles and 

dispensed him with permit books he was to fill in and issue the visitors. The Conservancy would like to 

thank Thembile for taking on the role and performing so diligently, we hope to see him again next 

year. 

 
Thembile at his station at the entrance to the Fransmanshoek Peninsula. 

Labyrinth Vandalism 
On the 23rd December, the Rangers were shocked to find one of Fransmanshoek’s features, the 

Labyrinth, had been badly vandalised. The incident had occurred during peak season and in broad 

daylight, as the vandalised feature was discovered towards the end of the day. What we do know is 

that a large group of people were settled there for the day, with their vehicles providing a neat shield 

to hide their malicious activity from the road. All the stones had been removed and thrown down into 

a krans leading down to the sea, marking and damaging many of the natural rock features where the 

stones had fallen.  

 
The remaining footprint of the labyrinth following the vandalism. 
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The interpretive sign that introduced the art feature had also been chopped down and stolen, leaving 

a sharp stake in its place. The Rangers did their best to restore the creative feature piece, first digging 

out the stake which posed a serious hazard to the public, and then salvaging the unbroken stones, 

which had originally been hand selected to fit into the creative feature piece. Whoever had done this, 

had gone out of their way to try completely destroy this feature land art. It is sad to see that there are 

people who do not appreciate the effort put into this creative piece, only displaying destructive 

behaviour, an inexcusable act no matter what your views. If anyone has information on or witnessed 

this vadalism, please contact the Conservancy. 

Meetings 

Fransmanshoek Conservancy AGM & Management Meeting 
On the 19th of December, the Fransmanshoek Conservancy held its annual general meeting for 2018. 

Fritz Snyckers delivered his chairman’s report, thanking the many stakeholders who had supported 

and been involved in the smooth running of the Conservancy. Kei presented his head Ranger report, 

summarising the conservation programs, important statistics, main highlights and key issues of the 

year. Nicol Hanekom then detailed the financial report for 2018 and presented the 2019 budget. The 

existing steering committee was re-elected with some changes; Roelie van der Merwe opting to step 

down. The 2019 steering committee now includes Riekie van Rensburg, Talitha Venter, Fritz Snyckers, 

Frits Nortjie, Hannes Mills, Martin Pauw, Wim Fullard, Nicol Hanekom, Callie Moller, Chris Booysen and 

Nina Viljoen. The minutes from the AGM have already been distributed and are available on request. 

Earlier that same day the Conservancy steering committee all gathered for their last quarterly 

management for the year. Topics on the agenda arising from the previous minutes included the 

registration of the Conservancy as a service provider, issues around the CCTV system and the new 

student Ranger intake arrangements. This was followed by a delivery of the financial report by Nicol 

Hanekom. New agenda items were then discussed, centring around Fisheries compliance issues, the 

formation of a raffle fundraiser, and the new Conservancy work bakkie. 

 
Some of the steering committee at the last management meeting for the year. 
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Garden Route Environmental Forum 
On the 11th Kei attended the launch of the Garden Route Environmental Forum (GREF) at the Protea 

Hotel in Mossel Bay. The event was a full day affair with some excellent speakers to add to the mix. 

The programme produced a whole host of well-known conservation officials, scientists and managers. 

Cobus Meiring opened the programme with Gerhard Otto presenting first, followed by a 

representative for Memory Booysen. Brian Bruce and then Christo Fabricius presented very interesting 

talks on the relationships between the forum and the region and the Garden Routes position in a 

global perspective. After a gourmet tea break and later a lunch, the programme produced a whole 

host of talkers; Albert Ackhurst, Dr Robert Fincham, Wim Filmalter, Dr David le Maitre, Dr Greg Forsyth, 

Paul Buchholz, Pam Booth, Paddy Gordon, Wendy Crane, Peet Joubert, Fabion Smith, Keith Spencer 

and Dr Peter Nilssen. The forum aims to provide a regional forum for the collaboration in 

conservation, environmental adaption and community interaction. 

REVAG AGM 
On the 20th of December, the Rescue Vleesbaai Action Group held their AGM for 2018. Fritz Snyckers 

presented his chairperson’s report, after which agenda items covered the equalisation of pledge 

contributions, the mechanism to accept a project and activate expenditure, the procedure for 

authorizing expenditure, and the new industrial development next to the PetroSA refinery. This was 

followed by a discussion around the marine spatial planning bill, and other potential threats. The 

financial statement was then delivered and followed with the election of the steering committee for 

2019 consisting of much the same committee as the previous year. 

Fire Management Unit meeting 
On the 4th, a pre-fire season fire management unit (FMU) meeting was held at the Springerbaai office, 

chaired by the Conservancy and attended by representatives of the Southern Cape Fire Protection 

Association (SCFPA), Mossel Bay fire department and engaged estate managers.  This is usually a small 

meeting that deliberates on the coordination and identification of fire resources and fire fighting 

responses in the fire management unit. Fransmanshoek Conservancy is located in the Mossel Bay FMU 

2. The meeting covered the organisation of a fire readiness day, followed by talks around fire 

exemptions, fuel reductions and fire breaks. The Conservancy also gets to arrange fire season FPA 

educational material, training and courses through this meeting from the local SCFPA. The meeting 

was then wrapped up with agenda items covering new and old members and general discussions. 

Doccie on the Dunes Fundraiser 

This December, the Rangers held their 4th edition of the Doccie on the Dunes, a fundraiser in support 

of the Conservancy. The feature film showcased a magnificent documentary on the magical aspect of 

the world’s oceans and coastlines. This fundraising event always proves to be fun and beautiful being 

showcased on the Misgunst dunes, under the stars. Although the event had to be postponed twice 

due to weather, it was well worth the wait, as the conditions were perfect for the night of the 30th 

December. Weather plays a big part in the success of the event, as the screening is on the open dunes 

and surrounding soft dune sand provides the uncovered seating area. The event proved to be 

successful and helped raise much needed funds for the Conservancy, which will all be used for further 

conservation projects and activities. Thanks to all that supported the event, Riekie for providing the 

venue and those that helped make it possible. We hope to see you at the next one. 
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The setting for the Doccie on the Dunes Fundraiser.  

Environmental Education 

Springerbaai Fauna & Flora Guided Walk 
The Rangers held a guided fauna and flora walk for the Springerbaai Eco Estate on the 20th December. 

The guided walk provided the opportunity for members to walk and learn more about their own back 

yard. Unfortunately, the turnout was a bit of a let-down with one guest coming out for the day. 

Nevertheless, the small group were in high spirits and the beautiful veld and animals were admired by 

all, with the new plants as well as smaller inconspicuous creatures encountered along the way. Albert 

de Villiers, an employee of Springerbaai, also joined the group and shared his knowledge and 

experience with the guests. All in all, the walk was enlightening and educational. The Rangers will 

hopefully be doing another Springerbaai guided walk in the next year and looking forward to hosting 

all the Springerbaai landowners. 

Intertidal day 
On the 22nd December, the Rangers hosted an intertidal day and were surprised to see a large group 

of around 30 people, adults and children, turnout for the morning of fun on the Vleesbaai rocks on 

what proved to be a a beautiful sunshiny day. The Rangers kicked off with some introductions to the 

Conservancy and what we do and then moved onto explaining the different intertidal zones and what 

life resides in them. Each group was handed an identification sheet which they used to mark off the 

creatures they were able to find. There were also prizes that where awarded to two groups who 

identified the most species and received a complementary meal at Hansie en Griekie Padstal for their 

efforts. Thank you to Pam Fivaz for providing the meal prizes. 
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The Rangers showing the children all the unique creations within the intertidal zone.  

Fire Protection Management 

Fire Readiness Day 
The Conservancy once again decided to run its annual fire preparation and awareness initiative at the 

beginning of the fire season. Kei arranged for the Mossel Bay Fire Department and the Southern Cape 

Fire Protection Association (SCFPA) to send a representative each, that along with the Conservancy 

Rangers, formed the core group that moved from estate to estate within the Fire Management Unit 

(FMU). This core group would take inventory of and inspect the firefighting resources available to each 

estate whilst offering professional advice to improve each estate’s arsenal and firefighting capacity. 

The group began on the morning of the 14th, meeting up at Nautilus Bay and moving onto 

Springerbaai, Boggomsbaai, Kleinbos, Vleesbaai, and finally, Kanon. After consecutive years of running 

this initiative, the exercise really has started to show good results for those who participate, as the 

group noted that much of the equipment inspected last year had been maintained and/or upgraded 

based on recommendations made in the previous years. Thanks to all that were involved with a special 

thanks to the Mossel Bay Fire department and SCFPA whose representatives, Bernard Laufs and Philip 

Wilken, made the journey out to us and helped greatly with pointers on where further improvements 

could be made. 
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The inspections at the participating estates in the Fire Readiness day, from top left to bottom right: Nautilus Bay, 

Springerbaai, Boggomsbaai, Kleinbos, Vleesbaai and Kanon. 

Fire Awareness Signage 
This month the SCFPA provided the Conservancy with a large fire awareness sign that will be a more 

permanent fixture and replace the trailer Kei would temporarily organise every high season for the 

month. The signage has a bold ‘no fires’ message illustrated and will hopefully make all visitors aware 

of the fire risk the area they are visiting. This is especially true after the three-year drought the region 

has been experiencing, making it a tinder box. So, on the 7th of December, the Rangers with the help 

of Riekie Van Rensburg, his staff and digger loader, installed the large signage near the entrance to 

Vleesbaai and the Fransmanshoek area. The signage is in a spot you can’t miss the next time you drive 

into the area. Here’s to a fire safe Conservancy. 
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The Rangers, Riekie and his staff erecting the new fire awareness sign. 

Alien Plant Management 

The beginning of December was a busy time for the Conservancy’s alien plant management program 

as the Rangers tried wrapping up all the clearing activities ahead of the holiday makers arriving, as no-

one on holiday likes to hear the roar of a chipper and whine of a chainsaw. A recent job was taken up 

at Kloofsig and completed in the first weeks of December where a Rooikrans, Acacia cyclops, patch 

was cleared that was partly invading the Tarka kloof wetland and frontal dunes. Plot 33 

Fransmanshoek saw some Rooikrans clearing along the high ridge lines to drop the high standing fuel 

load as this was identified as a high fire danger. From what the recent devasting fires have shown us, 

fire travels along ridgelines and is most likely to pose the greatest risk from the westerly winds in the 

Conservancy.  

 
The Rooikrans management units of Tarka Kloof Wetland (left) and Plot 33/257 (right) 

There was also a clearing operation along the Geoff Cowley footpath, of all Rooikrans 10m either side 

of the path. The Conservancy hopes to finish he length of the path in 2019, maintaining the pathway, 

widening the partial firebreak and dealing with the very invasive alien problem all landowners are 

required to clear by law. Invasive alien plants pose a serious ecological problem for natural habitats, 

significantly altering the system, natural processes and negatively affecting the indigenous fauna and 

flora of the area. 
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Penguin Rescues 

During this month the Conservancy had several seabird rescues. On the 15th December, while 

Veronique was out on her Roving Creel survey, she came across a juvenile penguin that seemed to be 

sick and weak. She contacted the S.M.A.R.T group who sent our Rene to collect the bird. Riekie Van 

Rensburg extended his help by assisting and driving Rene through the 4x4 dune route to the bottom 

of Dragon Dune where Veronique was waiting. The penguin was taken to SAPREC for further 

rehabilitation. It was confirmed that the young penguin has a bad chest due to a fungal infection and 

is in isolation for a month. 

As the rescues for the month continued, on the 26th December it was reported to the Conservancy 

Rangers that an adult penguin kept on coming ashore onto Stilbaaitjie drawing a lot of attention from 

the holiday beach goers. Later that evening the Rangers received a call informing them that someone 

was able to catch the penguin safely, Veronique then went to collect the penguin and contacted Rene 

for her to collect the penguin and transport it to SAPREC. Interestingly, when Rene arrived, she 

noticed that the penguin was one of the birds they recently releases at the Conservancy on the 24th 

December, which most likely got lost from the rest of the group and just remained wandering around 

the nearby coastal waters. 

On the 29th December, a penguin was brought to the office and handed over to Erich. Upon doing a 

brief physical examination, no signs of any injuries were visible. Sadly, the penguin was extremely 

weak and passed away shortly before it could be taken to the vet. This could be likely to extreme 

exhaustion and possibly starvation. 

 
Riekie, Rene and Veronique caught in the moment rescuing the African Penguins. 

Farewell to 2018 Student Rangers 

December draws to a close a chapter for Erich and Veronique, as their time as student Rangers at the 

Conservancy ends on the 5th of January 2019. Both Erich and Veronique thoroughly enjoyed their time 

at the Conservancy, fulfilling their practical components of their Diploma’s and taking many exciting 
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moments and memories away with them. The Conservancy wishes them best of luck with their chosen 

career paths and would like to thank them for being a part of the Conservancy team.  

 
Veronique and Erich full of smiles. 

Monthly Species Profile 

 

Common name          : Lesser Kestrel, Kleinrooivalk (afr) 

Scientific name          : Falco naumanni 

Family          : Falconidae           

Phylum   : Chordata 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This beautiful migrant bird can frequently be seen around the steep rocks of the Fransmanshoek 

Peninsula. 

Description:  

A small bird of prey, 26-32 cm in length with a 60-75 cm wingspan, weighing between 110-180g. They 

are a slender kestrel with well-marked sexual dimorphism (difference in physical appearance of sexes). 

Male has an unmarked chestnut back, grey greater coverts and plain, warm buff underparts. In 

contrast, the female has cream underparts with dark streaks and the face is rather pale with dark malar 

stripes. They resemble a juvenile Rock kestrel but is barred and not spotted above. They are also 

distinguishable by the presence of malar stripes and a rufous-and-black barred tail, unlike the grey-

and-black of the Rock kestrel. They are also similar to the Greater kestrel but are smaller with greater 

contrast between upper- and underparts. The juvenile lesser kestrel is more rufous than the female, 

with less well-defined malar stripe and rufous (not grey) rump. 

The lesser kestrel is silent by day, but noisy at their roosts where they give high pitched calls: “kiri-ri-ri-

ri” 
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Habitat:  

They are locally abundant, palearctic breeding summer visitor. Restricted to open country, including 

grassland, agricultural lands and semi-arid scrub. Commonly encountered perched on telephone and 

fence wires. They have communal roosts in traditional sites such as tall trees, where they gather noisily 

at dusk in large numbers. 

Ecology:  

The lesser kestrel eats insects, but also small birds, reptiles and rodents (especially mice), which are 

often taken on the ground. It nests colonially on buildings, cliffs, or in tree holes, laying up to 3–6 

eggs. No nest structure is built, which is typical for falcons. 

Conservation status:  

• Least Concern 

It is widespread and plentiful on a global scale, and the IUCN have classed it as Least Concern. Apart 

from possible habitat destruction, it appears that indiscriminate use of pesticides has a strong effect 

on this species due to its insectivorous habits. 
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