
 

November 2018 Monthly Report 

In preparation for the busy holiday season the Rangers were kept busy with maintenance around the 

Fransmanshoek point and peninsula this November. As usual, we report on the compliance statistics, 

followed by some of the maintenance activities. This report then details the numerous meetings and 

seminars the Rangers partook in, including an estuary monitoring workshop. This is followed by an 

update on the new bakkie getting its branding, the various fire protection activities and alien invasive 

plant management actions, concluding with a Red rumped baboon spider featuring in this month’s 

species profile.  

 

An intact pansy shell on Vleesbaai beach. 

“Nature is painting us, day after day, pictures of infinite beauty.” – John Ruskin 
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Compliance Management 

Marine Living Resources Act 
During November a total of 12 recreational fishing, spearfishing and bait collecting permits were 

checked by Erich and Kei. Of the 12 permits checked, only one (8%) failed to produce a valid permit 

and was issued a verbal warning. We ask that if you suspect or witness fishermen breaking the rules 

and regulations, that you please contact the Conservancy Rangers immediately.   

Maintenance  

With the festive season fast approaching, a high volume of daily visitors, beach goers and fisherman 

are to be expected at the Conservancy.  In the months leading up to the busy season, the Rangers got 

very busy with maintenance of the public areas and facilities that are frequently used by the public 

such as the braai places, wooden boardwalks, toilets, paths, roads and parking areas. November was 

no different, with the last of the wooden walkways getting much needed attention and the old and 

dilapidated designated braai places all being replaced. 

During the year the Rangers had prepared and cast five new cement braai places at Riekie’s Misgunst 

farm and in this month, they were all transported and installed in the place of the old braai places. 

Thanks to GRDM for providing the materials and Riekie van Rensburg who provided the heavy 

machinery and staff who helped the Rangers move the rather heavy braai places. 

 
The removal of the dilapidated old fireplaces (top left), transporting the new (top right) and an installed newly cast 

fireplace (bottom). 
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The Rangers also continued their weekly clean up around that point, where some visitors tend to leave 

their litter strewn around ignorantly. It is advised that the public make use of the rubbish bins 

available and if they see any plastic or papers flying around to assist in keeping of environment as 

clean as possible, the ocean is only a few meters away and it already has more plastic than it can bare. 

Meetings 

Gouritz EMP Forum 
On the 8th Kei attended the Gouritz estuary management forum where matters regarding the 

management of the estuary where again discussed. The Garden Route District Municipality has 

expressed interest in including the Conservancy in certain aspects of the management of the estuary 

including various monitoring and compliance roles. If it were to go ahead, an additional two students 

would be brought onto the Rangers team and be based in Gouritzmond to fulfil the roles required. 

Quarterly Management meeting 
On the 9th, the forth management meeting was held at Kleinbos with some of the Conservancy 

steering committee members. Topics on the agenda arising from the previous minutes included issues 

around the registration of the Conservancy as a service provider and the upcoming 2019 student 

Rangers. This was followed by a delivery of the financial report by Nicol Hanekom involving the 

financial contributions and collections, and position of the Conservancy’s finances. New agenda items 

were then discussed, which centred around the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with Mossel Bay 

Municipality and a separate MOA with Garden Route District Municipality regarding the management 

of the Gourits river estuary, this was followed with summer season arrangements and programmes, 

and finished off with the clearing of aliens in Kloofsig. 

Conservation at Work symposium and AGM 
On the 19th and 20th Kei attended the Conservation at Work symposium and later, on the last day, the 

AGM. As with the previous year, the symposium didn’t fail to impress with a host of excellent speakers 

on the action packed agenda, ranging from an opening address from Alan Winde, the minister for 

Community safety, to an international guest speaker from Israel, Prof Elion Adar who spoke about the 

exceptional interventions and technologies in which his arid home country lives sustainably with water 

use, followed by locally renowned scientist Dr David le Maitre of the CSIR who also spoke on water 

issues, specifically around water security.  

The first day produced a plethora of wonderful and pertinent conservation relevant topics, which also 

included the likes of Dr Donovan Kotze who spoke on wetlands; Johan van Biljon on river 

rehabilitation and Mike Fabricius on Flagship species to improve the link in corridor networks. Jaco 

Van Deventer spoke on holistic predator management, followed by Dirk Human and Eugene Hahndiek 

on the Nuwejaars special management area. Francis Steyn of landcare dept. of agriculture then 

wrapped up the first day with his talk on reducing pesticide and herbicide use to improve soil health 

in wine production, before guiding the entire audience on a field trip to a rehabilitated wetland, a 

wood pellet factory and an organic wine and fruit farm in the Hex river valley area. 

The second day brought with it another full house of guest speakers and a very enquiring audience all 

from natural resource management backgrounds. Prof Elion Adar spoke again and began the day with 
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his fascinating talks that shed light on the way Israel thinks about water. Andre Roux followed with a 

talk on the water situation in the Western Cape; then Sue Milton-Dean spoke on arid dryland 

restoration; Chris Martens on integrated management planning for fire and aliens in fynbos. Jan Vlok 

then lead off with a talk on the erosive forces of human action on the natural world within the Klein 

Karoo; followed by Andrew Barns who spoke on soil health; Dr Johann Strauss on the future of 

conservation agriculture; and Nico Uys on building a healthy soil. Japie Buckle then spoke about 

restoration interventions to control erosion after the devasting 2017 Knysna fire, followed by Annelise 

Schutte-Vlok who spoke on her journey with the GCBR. Kirsten Watson then gave a wonderful talk on 

the sustainable harvesting of fynbos for the cut flower industry, and finally the two-day symposium 

was rounded off with Dale Wright, of BirdLife SA, who spoke on bird conservation on agricultural land. 

 
The full house at the conservation at work symposium. 

Gouritsrivier Bewaaringstrust meeting 
On the 22nd Erich and Veronique represented the Conservancy at the Gouritsrivier Bewaaringstrust 

meeting whilst Kei was attending the Conservation at Work symposium. The Rangers reported that 

the meeting proceeded as always, with the same agenda items spoken about at length. Nothing out 

of the ordinary appeared in the meeting that was cause for concern. 

Estuary Monitoring Workshop 

Over the 21-23rd of November, Kei attended an Estuary monitoring workshop held at the Plettenberg 

Bay Angling club and hosted jointly by CapeNature and Nelson Mandela University. The first two days 

introduced the workshop to the technical aspects of operating a probe to measure the various 

variables in an estuary system, as well as a background as to the reasons and purpose for monitoring 

these systems. The last day saw the group have a practical demonstration of how to calibrate and 

operate the various types of probes on the market. Thanks to Nina Viljoen of Garden Route District 
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Municipality who arranged to have Kei attend the workshop, should the Rangers start to implement 

the monitoring of the Gourits estuary through the estuary management plan. 

 
One of the probes the workshop attendees got to operate. 

New Bakkie Gets New Decals 

During November the Conservancy had its new bakkie’s decaling done, thanks to the services of 

Debbie and Charlene, some of Fransmanshoek’s very own residents and members of the Conservancy 

who kindly offered to brand the Bakkie with the Conservancy logo and necessary “Nature 

Conservation” wording. This comes at a good time, just ahead of the busy season, where all the 

visitors to the area will be able to identify the local Conservation authorities moving about on their 

daily activities, doing routine patrols and responding to the many call outs expected over the 

predictably busy summer. 

 
The Conservancy Bakkie with new decals ready for action. 



NOVEMBER 2018 

 
 

6 

Fire Protection 

On the 5th, Kei had noticed that the large strategic firebreak found near the campsite above Vleesbaai 

was becoming overgrown with grass and shrubs and needed some maintenance. He arranged with 

Riekie van Rensburg to have the large strategic firebreak ploughed just ahead of the fire season and 

before all the holiday makers arrival when the chance of fire breaking out increases significantly. 

Riekie, as always, provided the staff, tractor and implement which got the job done very effectively, 

much to the satisfaction of Riekie and the Rangers who can rest that much more assured that one 

more action has been completed on the road to providing fire protection to the Conservancy area. 

 
Ploughing the strategic firebreak located just above Vleesbaai. 

Some of the fire management unit signage was also needing replacement and towards the end of the 

month, Kei headed out to replace some of the faded FMU2 boards located above Vleesbaai. The 

faded boards will hopefully be recovered in the preceding months and installed at other main 

entrances around the Conservancy. 

  

The replaced FMU signage. 
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Invasive Alien Vegetation Management 

In an ongoing effort, the Rangers have been conducting alien clearing bouts on the Diosma Nature 

Reserve in Mossel Bay over the last couple of months. The Rangers have been cutting and hand 

pulling mostly Port Jackson, Acacia saligna, and some Rooikrans, Acacia cyclops, that have spread 

throughout the small reserve. Herbicide is applied to all cut stumps, to prevent them from resprouting 

which is typical in Port Jackson. Clearing the thick mat of emergent alien plants from the Reserve is a 

tedious task and will require continuous follow up clearing well into the future. Continuity in alien 

clearing projects is key, so that all the efforts don’t go in vain and resources aren’t wasted. 

 
Erich applying herbicide to a cut stump of a Port Jackson. 

In a separate job, the Rangers have been managing a sensitive clearing operation on a steep slope in 

the Driehoek kloof, were the upmost care is being placed on making sure that the clearing activities 

do not destabilise the bank on which the plants are being removed from. The kloof has become 

invaded by Rooikrans and Manatoka over the years and much of the underlying geology is loose sand 

on top of limestone formations. The loose sand is of course prone to shifting and collapse, and from a 

recent experience on a nearby construction site, which was privy to dealing with such collapse, the 

Conservancy was asked to manage the undertaking and clearing contractor. In this case, an existing 

home sits just above the steep bank where the proposed vegetation was cleared, adding a bit of risk 

to the operation. 

Prior to the project, Kei met with Callie Moller of Vleesbaai Dienste and Joe Roux of Driehoek to 

deliberate on the way to proceed. The group decided to only clear a 5-meter-wide strip along the top 

of the kloof and only to a point where the slope started to increase dramatically with the idea of 

establishing indigenous vegetation in its place and then reviewing the scope of the work at a later 

stage to see if the lower banks can be cleared. Steven Prins, a local clearing contractor was given the 

job which he completed quite successfully, followed by chipping all the plant material back on to the 

cleared space to provide a ground cover and minimise erosion from direct impact of rain and allow 

plants to establish. Following the clearing operation, the Rangers then sowed wild harvested 

indigenous seeds from the Conservancy’s Grootbrak dune Strandveld vegetation type just ahead of a 

predicted rainfall event. 
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Steven Prins and his team clearing a narrow band of Rooikrans at the top of the kloof. 

Monthly Species Profile 

Common name : Red rumped baboon spider         

Scientific name          : Harpactira chrysogaster   

Family   : Theraphosidae                                      

Order   : Araneae                               

Class   : Arachnida                   

Phylum   : Arthropoda      

 

 

 

 
Description:  

Medium to large size, 10-12cm diagonal leg span in 

adults. No starburst pattern on the carapace in adults 

(Juveniles sometimes do). Leg joints are banded with 

white hairs. Copper/pink fringe around the carapace. The 

copper sheen often carries into the black colouration of 

the carapace. Dense covering of orange/red hairs on the 

abdomen. Stridulatory setae on the inside and outside 

faces of the chelicerae 
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Generally, baboon spiders are not as aggressive as they may look and only when provoked will they 

react. They have a relatively strong venom and can give a painful bite. They are impressive, charismatic 

animals with little known about their biogeography and ecology.   

Habitat:  

Baboon spider are native to the continent of Africa. The Southern African baboon spiders live in a 

range of habitats and are largely terrestrial. They can be found in grassland, savannah woodland or 

habitats such as dry acacia scrubland. Having powerful jaws and fangs, they can excavate burrows in 

soil and other surfaces such as the bark of a tree. They burrow in dry regions providing them 

protection from extreme temperatures. Burrows can be between 20-30 cm deep. 

Size:  

The Red rumped baboon spider is a medium to large size for its species attaining 10-12cm diagonal 

leg span. 

Diet:  

The baboon spider preys on a few insects, like beetles, scorpions and even small reptiles. They are also 

heavily preyed upon. 

Life cycle:  

Spiders are arachnids that have three stages during their life cycle. During stage one, female spiders 

lay eggs which eventually hatch into spiderlings during stage two of their life cycle. They have hard 

exoskeletons that they shed as they molt and grow, turning into adult spiders that lay new eggs in the 

third stage. 
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