October 2018 Monthly Report
This month’s report details the Rangers activities, including Kei and Erich’s usual compliance patrols
statistics. The Conservancy Rangers were very active with maintenance activities, followed by a report
back on some of the Diosma and Fransmanshoek alien clearing projects. This follows with a story on a
GRCCT sponsorship who once again sponsored the Conservancy with much needed gear. October’s
report also saw the rangers visiting a local school and presenting an Environmental awareness talk,
which is followed by a report back on snake removals, owl box assembly and installations and an
exciting Martial eagle rescue which also features in the monthly species profile.

A post rain floral display on Fransmanshoek.

“What’s the use of a fine house if you haven’t got a tolerable planet to put it on.” –
Henry David Thoreau.
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Compliance Management
Marine Living Resources Act
During October a total of 31 recreational fishing, spearfishing and four bait collecting permits were
checked by Erich and Kei. Of the 35 permits checked, seven (20%) failed to produce a valid permit and
was issued a verbal warning. We ask that if you suspect or witness fishermen breaking the rules and
regulations, that you please contact the Conservancy Rangers immediately.

Maintenance
The Rangers were kept very preoccupied in October with maintenance work at the Fransmanshoek
point. Over several days, Kei, Erich and Veronique headed down to the Fransmanshoek public areas to
tend to all the wooden walkways that needed attention. The team first sanded down all the wooden
surfaces, cleaned them and then applied two coats of a wood sealer. It was very satisfying to see the
difference in the condition of the wooden boardwalks once care had been put into the restoration of
them. A bit of elbow grease isn’t too bad either when time is spent out working under the sun in such
a beautiful place. Thanks to Nina and Morton of Garden Route District Municipality for again
supplying the Conservancy with the materials to keep the public areas in a good state.

Veronique full of smiles whilst tending to the upkeep of the wooden walkways.
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Before and during upkeep operations of the walkway leading down to the Saal.

Invasive Alien Plant Management
Diosma Reserve
The ongoing Diosma alien clearing project saw the Rangers return on several occasions to the reserve
to perform alien clearing activities. Through a co-ordinated effort, thanks to Sandra Falanga, the
Ranger visited the reserve on the 19th October with other days being postponed due to protest action
and fires in the area that only temporarily thwarted the initiative. The Rangers, Sandra and a
Volunteer, Katherine, where there on each occasion and all helped to hand pull the emerging
Rooikrans seedlings and cut and applied a cut stump herbicide to the many port Jackson seedlings
and saplings. The team tackled a very dense Port Jackson invaded 30mx10m patch that took up most
of the morning and meant working on hands and knees to get to cutting the base of each small
sapling. Everyone finished this round still in high hopes knowing that the efforts all go towards
protecting the critically endangered spear-leaved Buchu’s only habitat.
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The alien busters, Erich, Katherine and Veronique persevering with the very dense Port Jackson patch.

Plot 26 Fransmanshoek
Over the course of September and October, the Rangers were active with managing an alien clearing
operation on plot 26 Fransmanshoek. Wim Fullard, a Conservancy member, approached Kei earlier in
the year to see if their property could be cleared of the persisting Rooikrans invasion once and for all,
with the idea of following up later each other year to remove the emerging aliens from the disturbed
sites. With Wim putting a budget forward to the Conservancy, Kei got hold of Steven Prins, the long
standing and Conservancy trusted alien clearing contractor, to do the job.
This time, the job was split into three manageable blocks which were all cleared systematically
beginning with block 1, seen below in blue, which was the least invaded and therefore tackled first,
followed by a moderately invaded block 2 in red and lastly the totally invaded block 3 marked in
yellow. The remainder of the property is in purple for illustrative purposes. Steven’s team was first
given a deposit to start the entire operation. Following this, he was paid on each block completed and
to the Rangers satisfaction following an inspection of each block. This systematic clearing process has
always proved to be efficient with certain guidelines and objectives set in manageable units that
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makes for a job well done. Once each clearing operation is completed, it is then logged on the
Conservancy system with neat colour coded yearly polygons, much like what you see in the image
below. This helps to show invasion age and alien plant management actions across the Conservancy
on the desktop.

The three systematically cleared blocks of plot 26 in order of phase of clearing; Blue, Red and Yellow.

GRCCT Gear Sponsorship
During October the Conservancy once again received sponsored equipment from the Garden Route
Casino Community Trust, this time to the value of R13 500. The sponsorship took the form of new GPS
units for each Ranger, to replace the old and broken dinosaurs the Rangers have been making do with
and included 10x25 birding binoculars and a 1000w high powered spotlight.
The equipment that the Conservancy owned had either become very old, did not work or was still on
its Wishlist. The Conservancy has, and continues to, run several environmental projects within its
environmental monitoring and research programs, that require the use of specific equipment.
Specifically, the Conservancy relies on GPS instruments to record locations of various variables that
contributes to baseline data collection throughout the Conservancy and its surrounds. This baseline
data, which is not only for purposes of record keeping, also contributes to several national and local
conservation programs. The Conservancy submits its National Marine Line Study (NMLS) data to
Oceanographic Research Institute (ORI) and submits locations of rare or endangered marine animal
data to CapeNature’s State of Biodiversity (SOB) database, as a few examples. The Conservancy also
continues to run a decade long research project, the Roving Creel survey, which assesses the fishing
pressure on shoreline fish stocks along the Southern Cape coast by recreational anglers. This Roving
Creel Study feeds into a larger national Roving Creel study and helps to inform Fisheries scientists of
accurate management decisions.
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Importantly, the collection of baseline data also helps to inform and guide conservation management
decisions. As an example, the Conservancy Rangers conduct annual monitoring of breeding African
Black Oystercatcher nesting sites, of which the location needs to be recorded. This helps to inform
both the Conservancy and the local Mossel Bay Municipality in their deciding on where to allow pets
and where to minimise disturbance along the Coastline. It was for these reasons, that the acquisition
of GPS units for each of its Rangers was crucial.
In addition to the many monitoring programs the Conservancy undertakes, the Rangers are very active
in bird surveys, where they assist CapeNature and local birding clubs with the National Co-ordinated
Waterbird Annual Counts (CWAC) both in winter and summer on the Gourits river estuary and Voelvlei
pans. This data feeds into UCT’s Animal Demographic Unit (ADU) Bird Atlas project. The Conservancy
also conducts its own summer and winter bird surveys within the Conservancy. For this purpose, the
Conservancy requested decent entry level birding binoculars for each of its rangers to continue the
birding monitoring effectively. To top this off, the acquisition of the high-powered spotlight will aid
the Conservancy Rangers with management of game that occasionally requires the Rangers to work at
night. The Rangers also conduct compliance patrols along the coastline where the spotlight would
now allow them the opportunity to conduct night time patrols and anti-poaching activities, as some
members of the public often illegally harvest shellfish from the tidal pools at night which is not
permissible by law.
A massive thank you to GRCCT for once again creating the sponsorship opportunities that the
Conservancy has continued to enjoy. The new gear will greatly aid the Rangers in their environmental
monitoring and research programs. We look forward to the next opportunity where the Conservancy
would like to secure conservation project related funding.

The newly sponsored gear from GRCCT.
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Environmental Education
Erica Primary School Plastic Pollution Presentation
During October’s National Marine Week, the Rangers along with Katherine Venter presented to Erica
Primary School in Mossel bay on the 10th October. They were fortunate enough to interact with two
English classes and one Afrikaans class where they touched on a variety of topics revolving around
plastic pollution particularly within coastal areas, reducing the use of plastic items, the journey of
plastic and how to become part of a solution and not a problem in the plastic pollution crisis.
It was truly fulfilling for the Rangers to educate the youngsters as they are the future leaders after all.
The presentations left an impact on all the learners, including the teachers that were present to assist
during the talk. The kids were not afraid to ask questions nor answer them, some learners even shed
tears during an emotional video that was shown to them. During the breaktime, what surprised the
Rangers most was a learner from the first group, who obviously left impacted by the talks, spent her
lunch break collecting plastic straws in the playground. This goes to show that no-one should ever
underestimate the power of education and positive reinforcement by having simple educational talks
with communities of all ages. The Conservancy would like to thank Erica Primary, its learners and
teachers, for opening their doors to the Rangers and providing the opportunity to convey a
conservation message to the learners.

(Left) Small hands, making a big difference, and (right) the Rangers with one of the classes.

Game Management
Boomslang Relocation
On the 13th, the Rangers received a call out from a Springerbaai homeowner who had a Boomslang,
Dispholidus typus, moving around the patio of his house. Erich and Kei were quick to act and easily
caught the snake, much to the satisfaction of the homeowner. They released the beautiful specimen
far from any dwellings and back into a suitable wild habitat. This time of the year, snakes start to
become more active, coming out of their winter hibernation where they start looking for food and
mates. Boomslangs can display resident behaviour, preferring to stay in an area that offers favourable
conditions, such as a tree near nesting birds and a water source. Often the actions of the goodmeaning homeowner have unforeseen consequences, such as bird feeding which encourages a high
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bird activity which in turn attracts Boomslangs and other snakes to the area. That being said, if a
person chooses to feed birds, they should also settle with the idea of having a nearby resident
Boomslang which, albeit highly venomous, are shy and are very unlikely to become aggressive or bite
someone.

Erich handling the Boomslang near Springerbaai.

Owl Nest Boxes
During October, the Rangers installed two eagle owl boxes and built a further eagle owl box and barn
owl box for an order from a Boggomsbaai resident. On the 1st, the Rangers set out with spade and
koevoet to install an owl nest box at plot 37 and 28 on Fransmanshoek. In the course of the middle of
the month, Veronique dutifully tackled the manufacturing of the other two nest boxes using the stepby-step guide drawn up over the years by Kei. These owl nest boxes are set to be installed in
Boggomsbaai at a later stage.
As a service, the owl nest boxes are made by the Rangers with the idea to entice a breeding pair of
owls into the structure, which also serves as a high perch for the owl and a possible viewing attraction
for the purchaser. However, it must be said that the owl boxes have a low occupation record, as a
territorial breeding pair may already hold a territory in the area and have a favourable roost which
they usually return to each year. Statistically though, with every extra owl box that goes up, there is a
higher chance that a breeding pair may take up the offer. The luring of owls into an area offers the
ecological benefit of rodent pest control which the Rangers hope to achieve with their provision of
these nesting boxes.

9

OCTOBER 2018

Veronique assembling an eagle-owl box (left) and posing with Erich with a freshly installed one.

Martial Eagle Rescue
During the month of October, the Rangers received a call out for an injured bird of prey. The bird was
brought to the Rangers by a local community member who remarked that the bird was found next to
the road and nearby an overhead powerline. Upon inspection, the Rangers knew they had in their
hands a very special bird that needed immediate medical attention. The juvenile Martial Eagle,
Polemaetus bellicosus, was rushed to the Hartenbos veterinarian clinic, to be placed in the care of Dr
De Graaf who inspected the injured animal and assessed that the wings were in fact not broken, but
had severe lacerations across them, and would be needed to be treated. The bird was left in the care
of the vet for further observations and treatment.

Dr De Graaf, inspecting the Martial eagle.

Dr De Graaf later informed the Rangers that the bird would be sent to Radical Raptors at a later stage,
(close to Plettenberg Bay) where it would be rehabilitated. Without the caring and very responsive
actions of the various community members who lent a hand, this juvenile bird would have otherwise
not have survived in the veld alone. We rely on every member of our community to help protect and
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care for our Fauna and Flora, as the three Rangers simply cannot practise conservation in isolation nor
can they always be everywhere in the area without the reports from the community. This was truly a
wonderful and humbling experience for the Rangers. Please read the Monthly species profile below to
learn more about this majestic bird.

Monthly Species Profile
Common name
Scientific name
Class
Order
Family

: Martial Eagle, Breëkoparend (afr)
: Polemaetus bellicosus
: Aves
: Accipitriformes
: Accipitridae

Description:
They are the largest of the African eagles and incredibly
powerful, capable of knocking an adult man off his feet.
They reputedly have enough power in one foot to break a
man's arm. The largest eagle in Africa, the Martial eagle
weighs in at almost 6.5 Kg. and has a wingspan of about 6
feet 4 inches. It is 81 cm in length. The upperparts are dark
brown with a white belly with black streaks. The legs are
white and have very large talons. The immature bird looks
quite different from the adult.
Diet:
In some areas, birds form an important part of the diet, including Guinea fowl, francolins, bustards,
and poultry. Birds as large as a European Stork are recorded to have fallen prey to the Martial Eagle. In
other areas the diet is largely mammalian, especially hyrax and small antelopes. Animals as large as an
Impala calf are taken, and some monkeys, also occasionally young domestic goats, and lambs.
Carnivores like mongoose are sometimes taken, even occasionally Serval Cat and Jackal; also a few
snakes and large lizards. It will evidently eat whatever is available, with a preference for game-birds,
hyrax, and poultry. It is not known to eat carrion at all, except possibly dead lambs.
Breeding:
Nests are built invariably in trees, at any height from 6 to 25 metres above ground, but often in the
largest tree in the area, growing on a steep hillside or in a gorge, where the bird has a clear sweep off
the nest. Pairs have one or two nests, which are used in alternate years if more than one, but for
successive breeding attempts if only one. They are huge structures about four to six feet across and
up to four feet thick, and often basin-shaped when new - much broader than they are deep. They are
made of large sticks up to one-and-a-half inches in diameter, lined with green leaves. They may be
used by a succession of birds for many years. The breeding season may thus begin in various parts of
the range in a wet season, the early dry season, or late in the dry season, and some part of the cycle
must extend through rainy periods. Incubation is normally by the female, but a male has been known
to sit. The female leaves the nest to feed and is not usually fed by the male at the nest.
The incubation period is about 45 days. The young are very weak and feeble when first hatched but
become more active after about twenty days. At 32 days, feathers show through the down, and
completely cover the bird at 70 days. The chick is fed by its parent till it is about 60 days old, and well
feathered, when it starts to tear up the prey itself. During the early fledging period the female remains
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near or on the nest, and the male hunts and brings prey. The female remains in the area and receives
prey from the male for about 50 days. After that she hunts or brings prey to the nest herself and the
male seldom appears. The young one is closely brooded in its first few days, but after fourteen days
the female does not brood it except at night. The young bird, after making its first flight (at about 100
days), may return to roost in the nest for some days, and thereafter moves away from it. It remains
loosely attached to the nest site for some time and may be seen not far from it for up to six months.
Behaviour:
The largest eagle in Africa, this is a bird of the uninhabited stretches of thorn-bush and savannah
found over much of Africa, occurring also in open plains and semi-desert country. Martial Eagles
spend on average 85% of their time perched and take to the wing predominantly in the late morning
(10am). This behaviour drops off sharply from around 3pm and is largely driven by thermal availability.
Martials are thus also predominantly opportunistic perch and ambush hunters.
Martial Eagles will soar for hours on up draughts without hunting, and with a full crop, but it does
most of its hunting from the soar also, killing or attacking by a long slanting stoop at great speed, or a
gentle descent into an opening in the bush, the speed of the descent being controlled by the angle at
which the wings are held above the back. It may kill from a perch, but does so seldom, and most of its
kills are surprised in the open by the speed of the eagle's attack from a distance.
A pair of Martial Eagles may have a home range of anything up to 130 square Kilometres, and they
wander about over most of it. They often hunt for several days in one area and then move on to
another, since complaints of kills are often voiced for several days in succession in the same area. It is
much shier than the other big eagles of Africa, and generally keeps away from man. Although not
migratory in the strict sense, it makes local movements involving flights of several hundred miles, and
a pair may not habitually be found near their breeding locality. It is by habit a hunter of game-birds
and small mammals out in the open, but also preys upon man's domestic animals, though it certainly
kills much less than it is often accused of killing. Probably on balance it is a beneficial bird to man.
Distribution:
The Martial Eagle is to be found in the savannah and thorn-bush areas of Africa south of the Sahara,
from Senegal to Somalia and south to the Cape. It is also found in open plains and semi-desert
country, but not frequenting forest, although it occasionally breeds in forests on the edge of open
country. The Rangers have observed a breeding pair in past years circling near the Gourits River and
landing in trees located on a steep slope in the riparian zone of the river.
Conservation Status:
Listed as Vulnerable by the IUCN Red list 2018.

Ranger Goold, holding the enormous feet of the Eagle.
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